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T
he word ‘khula’ means “to grow”. After almost two
years, the Khula bag-art project is looking to do
just that. The initiative is all about 
showcasing local talent and giving the buyer 
a beautiful one-of-a-kind local art piece in

the form of one of its beautiful bags. Khula bags 
feature up-and-coming artists. Founder Moniek van 
Erven says the project serves as a platform to 
introduce these artists to a global audience. 

“The bags are ethically produced by a small 
manufacturer in Cape Town, and we use locally 
sourced materials only. We have now designed 
our second collection: a unisex range 
called ‘I am a piece of art’, with 
shoppers, satchels, holdalls, carryalls, 
laptop bags and backpacks.” 

Khula features art by photographers and
painters Anastasia Pather, Kwanele Mboso, 
Audrey Anderson, Tanisha Bhana and David 
Theron, who get a share from the sales of 
the bags.

The artists’ paintings, illustrations, 
graffiti and photographs are reproduced by 

digital print or hand-painted directly on to the bags. Each bag 
carries with it an insight into the work and background of the 
artist, which allows the owner to engage directly with the 

works of art and hopefully spread the word about
those involved. 

Khula currently has a Kickstarter campaign
running to raise the R1 million needed to finance
the production of a second collection, and there
are various ways to get involved and support
them. Supporters (called “backers”) will receive
art prints, any of the new bags, or even an
original work of art by one of the artists in

return for support. Options for backers
include R82 (which earns an award of
eternal gratitude), R530 for the reward
of an art print on canvas, between
R1 323 and R2 381 for the reward of a
bag, and between R13 230 and R25 578
for the reward of the bag plus an
original work of art of your choice.

. To find out more about the
Khula project, visit khulawear.com

or find them on Kickstarter.com
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Bye Bye Baby
The Nelson Mandela Theatre, Joburg 
Theatre Complex
...--

Remember Frankie Valli 
and The Four Seasons? I 
thought not, but don’t 
worry, the Nelson 
Mandela Theatre has you 
covered. 

This old-school, romantic 
boy band that brought us classic 
hits like Big Girls Don’t Cry, Why 
Do Fools Fall In Love and my 
personal favourite, Sherry, are 
having their own tribute show 
– Bye Bye Baby – at the 
theatre this month. 

When I settled into my 
chair and the curtains 
opened, I couldn’t help but 
notice how closely the group 
resembled the legit Frankie 
Valli and The Four Seasons 
band. Dressed in velvet-red 
jackets, white shirts and black 
bow ties, and with each vocalist 

beside their mic stand, it felt like I 
was going back in time. 

The lead singer, Jamie Ledwith, who
plays Frankie, has a huge vocal range 

that was amazing to hear. Mitchell 
Rutter as Bob Gaudio was okay

for the most part, but Tim
Kay and Dan Goddard
were, for me at least,
kind of unnoticeable in
the background. When
they all get together,

though, they create a
wonderful harmony that

sometimes even sounds
better than the original band.

For a 23-year-old like myself,
the music was a little too old

to relate to, but their
dance moves totally
made up for it, and I
jived in my seat all the
way through.

. Bye Bye Baby is on
until February 28. Visit

joburgtheatre.com
for more info

CROONER Jamie Ledwith
gets five stars for his 

performance as Frankie Valli
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Oh, what 
a night!
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The web went wild this week when Vice 
magazine published an article titled 
Women Are Better at Coding than Men. 

According to a study based on user 
responses from github.com (a site where 
programmers submit open-source code), 
“women’s contributions tend to be 
accepted more often than men’s”. 

The war raged, but at the end, everyone
agreed that the report was hopelessly 
flawed and wasn’t subject to peer review. 

Are women 
better coders?

Safer Internet
Day in SA

Safer Internet Day was recognised 
globally last week, and the folks at Google 
SA offered this advice: invest in antivirus 
software; always turn on “safe browsing” in 
your browser; update your passwords often, 
and make sure they are complicated and 
different for each program; avoid phishing 
scams by watching out for unsolicited 
emails that ask for your personal 
information; always download your updates 
– many of these build in new security 

upgrades; and
always be careful
when you’re using
Wi-Fi for things like
banking, which
require serious
security. In fact, try
not to use Wi-Fi for
banking at all.

For more, visit
saferinternetday.org.
– Garreth van
Niekerk
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